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Summary
This lecture tells of the rise of the medieval Catholic Church and its role in preserving ancient learning in the West in the centuries after the fall of the Roman Empire.

Vocabulary

Abbey of Monte Cassino
Monasticism
St. Anthony
St. Benedict
Benedictine Rule
Cassiodorus
Scriptorium
Isaac Asimov
“The Foundation”
Pope Gregory I, aka, Gregory the Great
Walter M. Miller, Jr.
“A Canticle for Leibowitz”


Outline
Prologue: World War II and the Battle of Monte Cassino (1944)

The Last Institution Left Standing: The Church in a Time of Crisis (6th century)

The Papacy: The Bishops of Rome
	The Reforms of Pope Gregory I, aka Gregory the Great (r. 590-604) 

Monasticism: The Spirit over the Flesh
	Eremitic Monasticism and St. Anthony (b. 251)
	Communal Monasticism and St. Benedict (b. 480) 
		The Abbey of Monte Cassino (est. 530)
		The Rules of St. Benedict 
		Expansion and Influence of Benedictine Monasteries (7th-9th centuries)
			Schools, Libraries, and Scriptoria
			Cassiodorus and the Preservation (and Loss) of Knowledge	
Isaac Asimov’s “Foundation” (1942)
			Monasticism and Secular Authority

Epilogue: The Battle of Monte Cassino and Walter M. Miller, Jr.’s “A Canticle for Leibowitz” (1955) 
 
				



  
